
Dear Eastside Church, 

 

Greetings in Christ. This letter is to inform you of our next steps at Eastside for reopening on the 

heels of the COVID-19 Stay at Home Order. Let’s begin with what the Holy Spirit is saying: 

 

Psalm 84:4-6 (NLT) 

 

What joy for those who can live in your house, always singing your praises. What joy for those 

whose strength comes from the Lord, who have set their minds on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 6 

When they walk through the Valley of Weeping,  it will become a place of refreshing springs. 

 

We are living in unprecedented times. The world is hurting and in great need of wells of 

refreshing. Now more than ever, my friends, we have an opportunity to usher in life, health, 

hope, and great peace where there has only been weeping. 

 

Maybe you are one of those who have been in the Valley of Weeping. My heart goes out to you 

today. Don’t go it alone. Please reach out with a phone call to one of our staff members or to a 

brother or sister in Christ who can be a good listener and an encourager. 

 

The reality is, all of us have suffered in the past 8 weeks. None of us have come through 

COVID-19 without loss, challenge, and distress. In Exodus 15:25-26, God reveals Himself as 

the “Lord who heals.” Where there has been hurt and weeping, God delights in bringing His 

living water to heal, restore, and to make us whole. There is a time and a season to weep. It is a 

time to grieve over the loss. If you are in that season, we weep with you. We also know that 

weeping is not a permanent place because “joy comes in the morning!” (Psalm 30:5). 

 

The second reality is, we cannot receive that living water unless we come to Him. As Psalm 84 

says, “strength comes from the Lord.” God’s presence is powerful! When we as Christ-followers 

choose to live in God’s presence with worshipful hearts, we can draw all the strength we need 

from Him. 

 

The third reality is, we cannot give living water if we aren’t connected to the Source. In this 

powerful connection with the Living God, we get to bring refreshing springs to weeping souls. As 



we give God our attention and affection, I really believe we will see his anointing flowing in us 

and through us. 

 

The book of Acts speaks of the early Church in its infancy. We are told that they met from house 

to house teaching God’s Word (Acts 2 & 5) to all these new Christians. It was a time for digging 

new wells in the Spirit. They connected deeply with God and with one another. Then, the river 

started flowing. Great miracles and great revival swept through Jerusalem. Then persecution hit 

the Church. They, as believers, were scattered. But, they took Holy Spirit with them and were 

able to make Psalm 84 a reality in other places all over the world, wellsprings were spread all 

over the known world as believers were dispersed to the furthest reaches. 

 

Church, we as a Pastoral Team are inviting you into a season of making Psalm 84 a reality in 

your life. We are not ready for the large meeting on Sunday mornings. Yes, I know we all desire 

to be back together in the larger gathering. But, Holy Spirit is telling us that He has something 

yet He wants to do in us on the small group level. I love the big gathering on Sunday; it’s 

exciting and life-giving. But so is meeting in homes, just on a different level. I find that when a 

small group of people comes together in a home, there is the freedom to share how we are 

really doing. There is a greater opportunity to minister to people’s individual needs. There are 

friendships forged that can last a lifetime. I’m not saying it’s better, just different. May 31 – the 4 

Sundays in June, we will be meeting in homes on Sundays. We are calling these group 

meetings at home: Acts 2 Groups. We are going back to the beginning of Church history to see 

what new/old things God has for us today. 

 

We are inviting you to come to dig new wells with us. As we gather in these homes through the 

month of June, I believe the Holy Spirit is going to meet you where you need Him the most. I 

believe that He’s going to open up a door to care for our community and love others to Jesus 

like never before. How? Let’s gather together and see. What I hear from the Holy Spirit and 

many words of confirmation, Acts 2 Groups, are the next step. Will you join me? 

 

If you are physically vulnerable or feel that you need to stay at home, we will continue to have 

our Sunday service available online as we have been doing. We strongly encourage people who 

are experiencing cold or flu symptoms to please remain at home until you are well. For those 



who want to join us for our Acts 2 Groups, please see our church website or call the church 

office Tuesday – Thursday to sign up for a group. Group sign-up will begin Sunday, May 24. 

 

There are three “steps” to this reopening process. We are not calling it Phase 1-2-3, we are 

calling this Launch 1-2-3. We do this to differentiate between what the state is doing and what 

we feel the Holy Spirit is directing us to do. As we move through these launches, I do feel that 

Holy Spirit is going to give us movements that comply with state guidelines, and that 

demonstrates we as a church have compassion for those of our community who are more 

vulnerable. One move that would greatly hinder our outreach to this community would be to 

reopen in a swift or cavalier manner that puts others at risk. In Launch 1, we are moving to a 

home-church concept for meetings on Sundays. We will continue to have an online service 

Sundays at 9:30 am. If you are interested in being a host home or a leader for one of our Acts 2 

Groups, please call the church office and leave a message or reach out to our Pastoral Staff. 

 

Eastside Church Reopen Timeline: Launch 1 

 

Tuesday, May 19: The Eastside Office is open and resumes regular business hours Tuesday – 

Thursday. 

 

Week of May 18: All small groups start meeting in person, or some have an option via Zoom. 

(See the Chruch website for more information) 

 

Sunday, May 24: Church online as we have been worshiping together (Facebook or our church 

website) 

 

Sunday, May 31: We begin a 5-Sunday series of Acts 2 Groups in our homes. 

 

Please be watching for special opportunities for youth and children in the summer months. 

 

I would like to thank our staff for all the extra hours they’ve put into making the new form of 

ministry work. I would like to thank all those who made Noon Nuggets a success for four weeks. 

I would like to thank you for being patient with the process and for actively supporting this 



ministry in prayers and giving. And more than anything, I would like to thank Jesus for the many 

ways He’s proven to be faithful through all we’ve been through. 

 

We will keep you informed as details are put together for Launch 2 Eastside Reopening. May 

the Lord bless you and keep you. May His face shine upon you and those you love. May He 

give you His peace. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pastor Brian 

 

-- 

Eastside Foursquare Church  

541-447-3791 

3174 NE Third St 

Prineville OR 97754 

 


